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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Roger Greer on August 17, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 
Claim 4 is cancelled. 

Claim 1 (amended): A rotary power hand tool comprising: 

a housing having an outer surface and a motor therein and having at 
least two attachment recesses spaced from one another in said outer surface of said 
housing; 

a flexible handle having an elongated flexible intermediate portion 
extending between opposite end portions, each end portion having an attachment 
clip connected thereto, said attachment clips being configured to fit within said 
attachment recesses to attach said handle to said housing; 

wherein at least one of said recesses has a bottom surface and at least spaced apart 
opposing walls extending from said bottom surface to said outer surface, each of said 
opposing walls having an opening therein below said outer surface and defining a 
shelf beneath said outer surface for engaging one of said attachment clips. 
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Claim 3 (amended): A rotary power hand tool as defined by claim 2 wherein said 
[tin] thin flexible strap of material is a woven fabric. 

Claim 5 (Amended): A rotary power hand tool as defined by claim [4] I wherein each of 
said attachment clips comprises: 

a generally flat base portion; 

two side portions extending generally transversely from said base portion, the 
distance between said side portions being approximately the width of said intermediate 
portion 

a bridge portion extending between said side portions and defining a 
support member for connecting said attachment clip to said intermediate portion; 

and a pair of spaced apart prongs extending transversely in a direction 
opposite said side portions, each of said prongs having a transverse leg near the ends of 
each of said prongs [thereof] and extending in [the] opposite directions relative to each 
other, said prongs being sufficiently spaced and made of resilient material so that when 
each said clip is inserted into said attachment recess, said transverse legs engage said 
shelves and retain said clip in said recess. 

Claim 13 (amended): In a rotary hand tool of the type which has a housing having 
an outer surface and at least two attachment recesses spaced from one another and 
located in the outer surface of the housing, each of the recesses having a bottom 
surface and generally perpendicular walls, and an opening in one of the walls 
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below the outer surface of the housing to define a shelf configured to retain an end of a 
rigid handle, 

the improvement comprising: 

each of the recesses having two other walls with openings below the 
outer surface of the housing, each opening defining a clip retaining shelf, the two 
clip retaining shelves being spaced apart and opposite one another and configured 
to retain an attachment clip; and 

a flexible handle comprising an elongated flexible flat strap, each 
end portion of which has an attachment clip connected thereto, said attachment 
clips being configured to fit within the attachment recesses and engage said clip 
retaining shelves to attach said flexible handle to said housing. 

Claim 14 (amended): The rotary hand tool as defined in claim 13 wherein each of 
said attachment clips comprises: 

generally flat base portion; 

two side portions extending generally transversely from said base 
portion, the distance between said side portions being approximately the width of 
[said] an intermediate portion of said flexible handle ; 

a bridge portion extending between said side portions and defining a 
support member for connecting said attachment clip to said intermediate portion; 
and 

pair of spaced apart prongs extending transversely in a direction 
opposite said side portions, each of said prongs having a transverse leg near the 
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ends [thereof] of each of said prongs and extending in [the] opposite directions relative to 
each other, said prongs being sufficiently spaced and made of resilient material so that 
when each said clip is inserted into said attachment recess, said transverse legs engage 
said shelves and retain said clip in said recess. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-16 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record neither anticipates nor renders obvious a rotary power hand tool as claimed in 
claim 1, specifically wherein at least one of the recesses has a bottom surface and at least 
spaced apart opposing walls extending from the bottom surface to the outer surface, each 
of the opposing walls having an opening below the outer surface and defining a shelf 
beneath the outer surface for engaging one of the attachment clips; a rotary hand tool as 
claimed in claim 11, specifically wherein the recess walls have multiple openings below 
the outer surface of the housing, each defining a retaining shelf, two of the shelves being 
spaced apart and opposite one another and configured to retain one of the attachment 
clips, and a third shelf being configured to retain a rigid handle attachment mechanism; 
or a rotary hand tool as claimed in claim 13, specifically wherein each of the recesses 
having two other walls with openings below the outer surface of the housing, each 
opening defining a clip retaining shelf, the two clip retaining shelves being spaced apart 
and opposite one another and configured to retain an attachment clip. 
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The closest prior art of record is U.S. Pat. No. 6,754,935 (Pozgay et al., hereafter 
referred to as c 935) and U.S. Pat. No. 6,725,892 (McDonald et al., hereafter referred to as 
'892). 

'935 teaches a rotary power tool with tool portions 18 and 20 for attaching a 
handle, the tool portions 18 and 20 with recesses 24 and 30 respectively, and shelf 26 and 
32 respectively (fig. 3a and 3b). 

'892 teaches a rotary power tool with a flexible handle 80 with clips on each end 
attaching to the power tool recesses formed in the base 24 and the lip 76 of the hand grip 
48 on the other end (col. 3, lines 59-67, fig. 1, 6). 

Neither '935 or '892 teach at least one of the recesses has a bottom surface and at 
least spaced apart opposing walls extending from the bottom surface to the outer surface, 
each of the opposing walls having an opening below the outer surface and defining a 
shelf beneath the outer surface for engaging one of the attachment clips as claimed in 
claim 1; the recess walls have multiple openings below the outer surface of the housing, 
each defining a retaining shelf, two of the shelves being spaced apart and opposite one 
another and configured to retain one of the attachment clips, and a third shelf being 
configured to retain a rigid handle attachment mechanism as claimed in claim 1 1; or each 
of the recesses having two other walls with openings below the outer surface of the 
housing, each opening defining a clip retaining shelf, the two clip retaining shelves being 
spaced apart and opposite one another and configured to retain an attachment clip as 
claimed in claim 13. 

Therefore neither '935 nor '892 anticipate the claimed invention of claims 1, 1 1 

or 13. 
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Furthermore, there is no prior art that would render obvious the claimed invention 
of claims 1, 1 1 or 13, and no motivation found to modify '935 or '892 to obtain the 
claimed invention of claims 1, 11 or 13. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Dana Ross whose telephone number is 703-305-7764. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 6:00am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea Wellington can be reached on 703-308-2159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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